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Attention: Group 2800 

Special Program ^caminer 

Commissioner for Patents r- S£ 



Washington, D.C. 20231 5 _ O 



Sir: 5 S m 

This is a petition to the Assistant Commissioner to make the above-idefiiified patent 

o 

application special. The grounds and conditions for granting this application special status 
are found in M.P.E.P. § 708.02 VIII entitled "Special Examining Procedure for Certain New 
Applications - Accelerated Examination." The Petition Fee required pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.17 is enclosed. 

As provided for in M.P.E.P. § 708.02 VIII, Applicants agree to the special examining 
procedure detailed therein. This Petition is divided into the following sections: 

I. A statement that the claims are directed to a single invention. 

II. A description of a pre-examination search performed in connection 
with this application. 

III. A list of the documents uncovered by the pre-examination search and 
deemed most closely related to the subject matter encompassed by 

the claims. 

\ 
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IV. A detailed discussion of the documents, pointing out, with the 
particularity required by 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 . 1 1 1(b) and 1 . 1 1 1(c), how the 
claimed subject matter is distinguishable over the documents. 

V. Petition Fee. 

VI. Conclusion. 

/. The Claims Are Directed To a Single Invention 

Claims 1-33 are pending in the application, and it is believed that these claims are 
directed to a single invention. 

II. Scope and Results of a Pre-examination Search 

The subject matter of the above-identified application relates to a communications 
device (e.g. Internet Protocol communication device). Applicants have not received an 
Office Action concerning the examination of the present application. A search was 
conducted by the International Searching Authority of the European Patent Office (EPO) in 
a counterpart international application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), Intl. 
and given Appl. No. PCT/US01/50437. The claims in the PCT application are substantially 
identical to the pending claims in the present application. A copy of the International Search 
Report (PCT Form 210) is attached to this Petition. The search was conducted in the 
following field(s): IPC 7 H04M.( See, section B of the International Search Report) As 
stated in M.P.E.P. § 708.02: VIII (C), a search made by a foreign patent office satisfies the 
pre-examination search requirement. Therefore, the Applicants assert that this search 
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satisfies the pre-examination search requirement because it was performed by the European 
Patent Office in support of a corresponding PCT application with identical claims. 



///. List of Documents Uncovered by the Pre-examination Search 

The documents identified in the International Search Report are listed below, and 

copies of these documents are submitted herewith. All of these documents were also 

submitted in an Information Disclosure Statement for the present application that was filed 

on July 31, 2002. These documents are deemed most closely related to the subject matter 

encompassed by the claims that are known by the Applicants. 

Applicants do not waive any rights to appropriate action to establish patentability 

over any of the listed documents should they be applied as references against the claims of 

the present application. 

The International Search Report listed the following documents (References 1 to 4): 

a) Foreign Patent Documents 

1. WO 98/37665 

2. WO 00/67452 

b) Other Information and Publications 

3 . Hafer, R., "Designing Telephone-Interface Circuitry With Solid-State 
Relays," Electronic Design, 38:91-93 and 95-96, Penton Publishing, 
(December 1990) 

4. Foo, S., et ai 9 "A Telephone Adapter For Internet Telephone 
Systems," Microprocessors and Microsystems, 21:213-221, IPC 
Business Press Ltd., (December 1997) 
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IV. Detailed Discussion of the Documents 

The documents uncovered by the pre-examination search, and most closely related 
to the subject matter of the claims 1-33 are discussed below. 



Reference 1: WO 98/37665 

Reference 1 appears to be related to an Internet switch box that connects between a 
telephone set and a public switched telephone network (PSTN) line, where the PSTN can 
be used for telephone conversations and for connection to an Internet service provider (ISP). 
The Internet switch box contains hardware and software for establishing a connection to an 
ISP and for Internet telephony. The switch box is capable switching users engaged in 
telephone conversation over the PSTN to Internet telephony that is conducted via the ISP. 
(Abstract) 

However, reference 1 does not teach or suggest a communications device as recited 
in Applicants' claims. Considering claim 1, for example, Reference 1 does not teach or 
suggest a relay that is disposed on a substrate, and capable of being closed when zero volts 
is applied. Furthermore, reference 1 also does not teach a switchable termination resistor, 
disposed on the substrate, having an impedance capable of providing a termination for an 
external circuit coupled to the substrate. 



Reference 2: WO 00/67452 

Reference 2 appears to be related to a telephony adapter device connected to a public 
telephone network, a conventional telephone, and a computer, which allows the conventional 
telephone to be used for both traditional telephony and computer network telephony. The 
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adapter device includes a first connector connected to the telephone, a second connector 
connected to the public telephone network, and a third connector connected to the computer. 
The adapter device includes a signal processing circuitry electrically connected to the third 
connector. The adapter includes a separate switch connected to the first and second 
connectors and the signal processing circuitry. The switch electrically connects the first 
connector to the second connector in a first position. The switch electrically connects the . 
first connector to the signal processing circuitry in a second position. (Abstract) 

However, reference 2 does not teach or suggest a communications device as recited 
in Applicants' claims. Considering claim 1, for example, Reference 2 does not teach or 
suggest a relay that is disposed on a substrate, and capable of being closed when zero volts 
is applied. 

Reference 3: Hafer, R., "Designing Telephone-Interface Circuitry With Solid-State 
Relays," Electronic Design, 38:91-93 and 95-96, Penton Publishing, (December 1990). 

Reference 3 appears to be related to solid state relays ("SSR") used in telephone 
interface circuitry. Reference 3 explores various properties, applications, and design 
consideration for SSRs. For example, SSRs avoid contact bounce problems, arching, 
acoustic noise, and electromagnetic interference, which are all problems with mechanical 
switches.(Reference3,page91, col. l)However, SSR designs require overvoltage protection 
to protect them from potential lighting damage, and are susceptible to overcurrent stresses. 
(Reference 3, page 91, col. 1) 

However, Reference 3 does not teach or suggest a communications device as recited 
in Applicants' claims. Considering claim 1, for example, Reference 3 does not teach or 
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suggest a relay that is disposed on a substrate, and capable of being closed when zero volts 
is applied. Furthermore, Reference 3 also does not teach a switchable termination resistor, 
disposed on the substrate, having an impedance capable of providing a termination for an 
external circuit coupled to the substrate. 

Reference 4: Foo, S., et al, "A Telephone Adapter For Internet Telephone 
Systems," Microprocessors and Microsystems, 21:213-221, IPC Business Press Ltd., 
(December 1997) 

Reference 4 appears to be related to an Internet telephone adapter ("ITA") device that 
is able to provide an interface between a conventional telephone and a host computer in 
order to enable Internet Telephony. The ITA enables users to dial an Internet telephone 
number to make a connection, be notified of an incoming call through ringing the telephone 
set, and carrying out the conversation using a conventional telephone handset. (Abstract) 

However, Reference 4 does not teach or suggest a communications device as recited 
in Applicants* claims. Considering claim 1, for example, Reference 4 does not teach or 
suggest a relay that is disposed on a substrate, and capable of being closed when zero volts 
is applied. Furthermore, Reference 4 also does not teach a switchable termination resistor, 
disposed on a substrate, having an impedance capable of providing a termination for an 
external circuit coupled to the substrate. 

V. Petition Fee 

In accordance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.102(d), Applicants submit 
herewith the Petition Fee of $130.00 as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.17. A check in that 
amount is enclosed. 
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The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee 
deficiency, or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 19-0036. 

VL Conclusion 

Applicants respectfully submit that the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.102 and 
M.P.E.P. § 708.02 pertaining to special status have been satisfied. Accordingly, it is 
respectfully requested that this Petition be granted. 

This statement should not be construed as a representation that more material 
information, than that presented herein, does not exist. Furthermore, the submission of this 
material is not intended to displace the Examiner's professional ability and duty to search. 
Indeed, the Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely on the materials submitted 
herewith. The Examiner is requested to conduct an independent and thorough review of the 
documents, and to form independent opinions as to their significance. 



Date: jj^rg — 

1 100 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 600 

Washington, D.C. 20005-3934 
(202)371-2600 

SKGF_DC 1:48858.3 



Respectfully submitted, 



Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 





Jeffrey T. Helvey^ 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 44,757 
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Sir: 

Submitted herewith for appropriate action by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office are the 
following documents: 

1 . Fee Transmittal Form (PTO/SB/1 7); < ^ 

2. Petition to Make Special under 37 C.F.R. § 1.102(d); 
3v FIVE (5 ) Documents; 

4. Our Check No. 36654 for $130.00 to cover the Petition to Make Special fee; and 

5 . One ( 1 ) Return postcard. 

It is respectfully requested that the attached postcard be stamped with the date of filing of 
these documents, and that the postcard be returned to our courier. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee deficiency, or 
credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account No. 1 9-0036. If extensions of time under 37 C.F.R. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
September 13, 2002 
Page 2 

§ 1 . 1 36 are required to prevent abandonment of the present patent application, then such extensions 
of time are hereby petitioned, and any fees therefore are hereby authorized to be charged to our 
Deposit Account No. 19-0036. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 




Jeffrey T. Helvey 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 44,757 
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Application Number 


10/028,781 


Filing Date 


December 28, 2001 


First Named Inventor 


FALLAHI et al. 


Examiner Name 


To Be Assigned 


Group Art Unit 


2817 


TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT 


$130.00 


Attorney Docket No. 
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19-0036 
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D Applicant claims small entity status 
See 37 CFR 1.27 
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IS Check D Credit card D Money Order C3 Other* 
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